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% 5
P s
<% <%
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% . . 5
Iyd “This We Believe” Ivd
% : 5
Tpe By Elizabeth Legarsky Ted
% <5
Iyd : : . : Ty d
% This we believe- every person has an impact on your life. 7
< This we believe- dreams let us free and open doors of opportunity. P
:v; This we believe- the different smiles, skin colors, religions and cultures bring };
Iyd strength, 13
743 knowledge and talents. T3
g&% This we believe- freedom is valued and encouraged. o;;&
3‘2 This we believe- we all have the right to opinions, dreams and education. ;AZ
<z This we believe- peace and no violence create better places to live. <z
Iyd This we believe- diversity holds us together. Iy s
BAZ . . . . . L7
Iy 4 This we believe- diversity holds the key to peaceful, pleasant, human beings. Iy
I This we believe- our differences make us stronger. Ted
b This we believe- we can go to school together, be friends, and go places together %
qqtv no ;vi
o matter our skin color. Do
:v‘; This we believe- Columbia values diversity. :v‘;
Iys Iy s
«% 5
Iyd , . h Iyd
% Jefferson Junior High School, 8" Grade 2%
-~ Ms. Donoho PO
Uyd Uyd
% <5
Iyd Ty d
% 5
Iyd Ty d
o‘ovo - ] - - o‘ovo
T4 Diversity in America T4
Y By Katie Patterson Tl
% 5
Iyd Ty 2
= ;7:%
po Everyone knows America is diverse right? Have you ever wondered why? Po
Iyd Ivd
<% - : <%
Tyd Well let me tell you why. We are diverse because we are free. That’s a good Tyd
;7&? thing. If we weren’t free and diverse, everyone would have to do the same things as ;7&?
< everyone else in this country, how utterly boring. | mean, think about it, everyone came <5
Y'o‘ H ’ . ] . . 770‘
< here to be free and diverse. If we weren't, | think I'd be bored stiff but since we are, we 2
2v; can have the liberty to choose for ourselves, what our religion is and what we do. If we };
zv‘g weren’t diverse, someone (most likely a king) would tell use everything to do, now that Zv‘g
Ied would be absolutely, outrageously boring. I'm so glad we have diversity here. Tvd
% Now that | told you about it, how do you feel about diversity? %
& | | . &
Zyg Midway Heights Elementary School, 5" Grade };
% G. Spellman Iy
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5 Columbia Values Diversity 5
% By Humera Lodhi %
Jyd Tyd
5 L%
}; | watched colorful leaves fall in my backyard one autumn morning as | ate my };
Iy breakfast. They all looked so different. Each separate leaf was not noticeable, but Iys
q‘;ﬁ together they made a beautiful and noticeable picture. Down they all went; each in their 3;2
gg own separate ways. Some went quickly like a bullet, or kids in a race, while others went o;;&
3‘2 slowly, enjoying the journey. The speed of the leaves was not their only difference; there ;AZ
<z were many other differences as well. <z
Zv‘; Later that day, | walked down the halls of my school, chattering with my friends | noticed }‘;
Iy d that the leaves were not the only things that were diverse in Columbia, Missouri my Ipd
I hometown. The people at my school were as well. Kids and teachers of all races were Ted
b mixing, like the leaves of all colors lying next to each other on the ground. People who %
qqtv were brown, black, and white were alt chatting together, like a scarlet red leaf maybe q{v
o lying next to a chocolate brown one. Do
:v‘; While learning about atoms and molecules in my science class, | took a quick :v‘;
Ty d glance around the room and was surprised at what | saw. People of all cultures were Ipd
3% working side by side with out any trouble. I, an Indian was working with my partner a ;7;&
% Caucasian. A girl who had Japanese blood in her was working with a boy who had %
;YA% grandparents from Africa and parents who were born in France. Wow, | thought, how J{%
Po cool! I also realized that that was sort of like the leaves. Each leaf had a different texture; Pe
2¢§ some were rough and broke easily, and others were smooth and soft. And though all the }‘;
Te leaves were different, they didn’t have any trouble lying on the ground next to each Tyd
DA other DY
Tyd ) . . . . Vyd
7 At lunch while sitting with my friends and eating the granola bar my mom packed 2
< | saw kids eating all different types of lunch. Some kids ate pizza from school, others <
}; mozzarella cheese sticks, some bought taco salad and a few people were eating wraps. };
ng | realized we all had our own likes, dislikes, thoughts, strengths and weaknesses. Here Zv‘g
Ied at lunch there was the perfect example of kids with their different likes and dislikes my R
o;;& friend was looking at my raisins with disdain when | despised the cheese Ritz Bits she gg
9‘2 was eating. The leaves too were like that; they too had their own similarities and 9‘2
< differences. One way they were different was when they came down. Some came down <
A . . . . A
2v; zigzagging, others drifted down peacefully and calmly, a couple of leaves went straight 2v;
Iy down, some went down curling as if descending a staircase. Iy
;;? As looking out of my car window at the end of the day, | thought about the leaves 3;2
2% | had seen in my backyard that morning. They were all so...so, diverse, yet so united. As %
;'y | thought about the leaves | couldn’t figure out why | kept thinking back to the people at ;:v
;go my school. | thought so hard and long about this and suddenly like a light bulb the ;0;0
2v‘; answer came to my head. The people at my school were diverse yet united; in fact 2v‘;
Tpd Columbia was diverse yet united. | hadn’t thought of the answer because 1 had been so Iy
;73? used to seeing people of all races, cultures, background, different ideas and more live ;73?
% peacefully together. It was at that moment that | realized Columbia’s diversity was a %
< thing we should all cherish in our hearts. <
Iyd Ty d
«y 5
Iyd Ty d
743 Gentry Middle School, 6" Grade 39
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Columbia Values Diversity Celebration 3

By David Ayrton Lopez ;;

«

iy V‘

These days, cities struggle to plan the best roads, amass the largest <

. . . . g J4
libraries, and provide the best parks and scenery for their citizens. But too often -

they forget that a truly overwhelming amount of the learning that goes on comes P

from the people you meet and the experiences that you share. Most of the o

beauty in Columbia does not come from things that we pay taxes for. What really
makes our city such a remarkable, uniqgue community is the plentitude of the
different cultures and ideas. Not visually aesthetic reasons, but rather, the beauty
of the individual, and how personal values are able to merge into the perfect
collective.

During my stay in Columbia, | have attended India Night, China Night, and
International Night, all in the same year. | have been to three different houses of
worship for three different religions, which all happen to be within a three mile

A VA A LA AAAA QA AA
GG G GGG

radius. | have met with international students, conversed in numerous languages, Zv
and swapped stories about my culture and heritage with others. }
And when | consider these myriad life experiences, | am astounded to iy
realize that | live in such a massively diverse world. But when | realize that all of <7,
these events have taken place in my hometown, | truly feel blessed to call T
Columbia home. P
Although it is almost taken for granted that Columbia is such a unique, b
exciting place, we must stop to consider what changes and struggles had to ;'
D4

occur for this to happen. Missouri was not always so quick to embrace peace,
justice, and equality. Missouri was one of the most violent slave states during the
American Civil War, and was one of the hardest to rid entirely of the cruel
injustices of slavery. But it is remarkable how Missouri has risen out and
reformed its past and turned into a new, prosperous land where citizens are
judged based on their person, and not their race. The old ways of the past are
long gone, and they have been replaced with new ideas of justice which value
diversity and differences. | feel that our city of Columbia is perfectly
representative of this new ideal.

In Columbia, Missouri, inhabitants do not merely “tolerate” different
cultures. Rather, they go out of their way to promote and celebrate differences in
a way that everyone can learn from them. To me, our city represents the pinnacle
of cultural diversity and is the perfect community in which to celebrate the
differences which make us so uniquely human. This, | believe.

Sa e A%8 s A4 ¢ L% 0 A% ¢ A°A ¢ L% 0174 0 A ¢ L% ¢ 104 0 A°A LA ¢ A%h 0 A $ LA ¢ A4 0 A LI ¢ 14 ¢ A°A S L% ¢ 104 8 A°A S LA ¢ 1A 8 A 0 A%k ¢ L% 8 A 8 AC
A1»é‘»é‘sé‘>A°‘»é‘»éﬂpéﬂ»é‘»éﬂsé‘>A°<»é‘>A°<sé‘>A°‘>A°‘>A°<séﬂpé‘>é‘»é‘LA‘>A°<»é‘>é‘>é‘>é<>é‘>é‘>A

o4
R IO

Rock Bridge High School, 12" Grade
Ms. Cone

U 019 ¢ 1% 0 A4 8 A A9 ¢ L1 0 AA 8 A A ¢ LA 0 A 8 A A ¢ LA 0 AR 8 A 0 A
A1»é‘»é‘»é‘»é‘»é‘»é‘»é‘»é‘»é‘»é‘>é‘>é‘>é‘>é‘>éﬂ>é‘>A

o~ D D
AT AT AN AN AT AN AN A AN AN AN AN AN AN AT AN AN A A A AT AN AN AN AN AN AN AN A AN AN AN AN AT AN AN AN AN AN AN A A AN AN AN AN AN AN AT

AN A AN AN AN AN AN A AN AN AN AN AN AN AN A N A N A N A N A NV A N A N AN AN OA N CA N A GV A 5N A o A oV A N OA GV AN CA N OA N CA N CA G CA N A N A N A N A N AN AN AN AN AT AN AN

0 A% A4 A4 A AU AU AU AU AU AU AU AU AU S AR S AR T AR A A AU AU AU AU LA
UV Hi G G GG GG GG GGG GGG GGG GG

a



D D D DD Dt Pt DAz, Dt DUt DR 8 TR D DB DU T8 Thed DU DU D2 TRe® D DUB e TS T Db DES DR et DB DR PRt T, Dut Dhd
Iyliytiytiytiytiy iy tiy iy diy iy diy iy diy iy diy iy diy Uy diy iy diy Uy dly iy dly Uy iy iy iy iy dly dly iy 4
% 5
P s
e =
P By Gina Hwang B
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LAY+ . . . . LAv4
343 There is one thing that has bothered me from the moment | first set my foot in the 9%
743 school building. It is the fact that | look different from most of the other children. | just T3
o;;%, moved here from South Korea this August, so it was the first time for me seeing diversity gfv:
< itself. It was not the first time | was facing foreigners but it still made butterflies flutter P
}; around my stomach for | knew that the etiquettes and customs here were different from };
Ivd those of my origins. | was hopeful still that | would learn the normal way of acting here Iy
743 and making many foreign friends. T3
gg | didn’t expect myself to become popular at an instant and that didn’t happen o;;&
3‘2 either. | found kids that are in the same classes as me and speak my mother tongue ;AZ
< and hung out with them. Through them and the classes, | began to make foreign P
Zv‘; friends. Now | have white and black friends, a Japanese friend and a Mongolian friend. 2v‘;
Tyd | have male friends and female friends, which would be awkward in my home country, Iyd
?;2 for boys and girls do not go along well there. |think it is the advantage of this country 3;2
b and city, that there are so many types of people that gender and color does not matter %
q{v any more and people are only judged by their characteristics and abilities. q{v
o | reflect my first few weeks of school, and how | have come to the present date. | Do
Zv‘; am glad that my parents chose to come to Columbia, such a diverse city, and | also think :v‘;
Ty d now that finally | fully understand diversity, not in the dictionary way but through Ipd
35 experience. | make diversity along with others. 4%
b by
ozﬁ Smithton Middle School ;{"vo
Jyd i Ty d
e Pride Team el
Iyd Ms. Vandeloecht Tyd
% 5
Iyd Ty d
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Iyd Ty d
v . . . . . v
Iy Columbia Values Diversity: This We Believe B
% : 5
Iyd By Samantha Eiffert Tns
% 5
Iyd , Ty
% | went for a run on a summer’s eve %
;YA% Through trees, over hills, on grass, on concrete ;}o
Po Past the Mosque and past the church, P
Yv‘g Past the Republican office, past the Peace Nook. YV‘g
Tes T
DA And every person that | met DI
Ty d . . Ty s
% Smiled and waved though | was soaked with sweat. %
< Who did | see? Who didn’t | see? PO

A . ' . 4
zyg Strangers and friends, bourgeoisie with goatees. };
Iyd Iyd
743 Fellow runners out on the trail, 39
2% Orange-vested volunteers on litter detail. %
;'y The laughers, the lunchers, the ludicrous drivers ;:v
P o Pastors and artists and leather-clad bikers. Po
Iyd Iyd
«y . . . . 5
Tpd Diversity makes for an interesting run - Iy
743 The end of the poem and I've barely begun 39
% To tell you how ‘Columbians’ are slightly bizarre. %
-~ But diversity makes us who we are. <5
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Po By Reagan DeClerk Pe
Iyd Iyd
343 Diversity is all over the city of Columbia. Everyday when we look around we see 9%
;7;& so many people who are from other countries or who have a different religion. They ;7;&
=% could be Jewish, Muslim, Christian, Lutheran, Mormon, Baptist, or Amish. There are so =%
< many people around who have different cultures. It is important to be in a diverse city; P
:v; everyone is different and unique in their own way. We all have different pasts, };
Ivd languages, lifestyles, ethnic groups, and foods! Iy
743 Although it is good to have differences, we also need to have some similarities T3
gg that can bring us together and unite us. We all have feelings, education, and even o;;&
3‘2 celebrations. | think that it is so good that we can have a city full of so many different ;AZ
< unique people and we can still get along and be united. That is why Columbia is such a P
pa great diverse city! Ba
Ind Without diversity in our community, we would have a place where everyone Ipd
I would be doing the same thing, and look the same. We wouldn’t be able to meet new Ted
b people and do new things, and that is what life is all about, doing something new and %
qqtv having fun with it! Because of the diversity in our community, we are stronger. We can all q{v
;50 work together as a team; we can understand others’ thoughts and feelings. :,Yéo
Zv‘; | really appreciate diversity because all of us can live in harmony even if we don’t :v‘;
Ty d have the same skin color or same beliefs. Diversity helps me learn more about my world Ipd
3% and other cultures. Because of diversity, | can also learn new languages, and that is a ;7;&
% great thing to be able to do. I love diversity and | think without it, | wouldn’t have all of the %
ozﬁ great friends that | have today! ;{"vo
Po As Dr. Martin Luther King said, “/ have a dream that one day this nation will rise Pe
2¢§ up and live out the true meaning of its creed: ‘We hold these truths to be self-evident, }‘;
Te that all men are created equal.” Because of Dr, King’s speech, we now have a more Tyd
;7;& diverse community; we are stronger, and more united. As you can see, diversity has ;7;&
7 helped us in so many ways, which is why Columbia values diversity! 2%
< i i
e Smithton Middle School, 7" Grade Pa
Iyd Ms. McCarty Uyd
% <5
Iyd Ty d
<% <%
Iyd Ty d
<% <5
YVAO‘ B - . 7;04
< y Rafael Leija-Elias <
Iyd Ty d
<y . . . - 5
Iyd | turn to see a crying face, a face filled with hope that our country will finally turn another Iy
743 cheek and drown our hate. Martin Luther King's dream has at least been achieved, that 39
2% all the people will come together to solve the problems of the world together, not as %
;'y individuals but as a whole. We, the people of this country have finished the puzzle. We ;:v
;0;0 have broken the barrier of racism. The only way for work peace to come is by spreading ;;‘0
2v‘; equality, but before this all we’ve been spreading is animosity. The hatred has died and 2v‘;
Tpd will not rise as long as we are alive. The time was no to take a stand and we have done Iy
;7;& that very thing, we have changed history, while it was in the palm of our hand. Diversity ;7;&
% is spreading throughout the world and we have contributed by electing a president of %
;Y;vo color. This is what diversity is. Diversity is allowing people of every race, background :‘Yf%
Ztg and culture to flourish together and that is exactly what we are doing and we’re doing it, 2';
Iyd together. Uyd
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’tyo By Riannon Zellmer ;yo
pe o
Tpe Not everyone has the same color skin. Tyd
743 Not everyone thinks the same. T3
i Not everyone will win or lose <
e ut there’s absolutely no one to blame. P
Iyd Uyd
o{vo , . o{vo
Ty It doesn’t matter the way you think 7'§
743 Different from someone else. T3
33 ‘Cause no one is just like you or does o;;&
Vo . D
x the things you do. %
P o So just be yourself. P
Iyd Ivd
D A , . A A
Iy Don’t you know what diversity is? Ty
I Well then I'll tell you so. Ted
3 Diversity is different people from different 2%
5 Places you know. <5
Ty s Ipd
% T , 3%
Ty You shouldn’t pick your friends by the color Uyd
b AZ . . . B A%
Ty d Of their skin or what they like to play. Iy
75 You should pick your friends by diversity 4%
;;2 From the inside in. ;;o‘
“ b
PO So when someone asks “can | come too?” PO
<% . : . . L <
ng Think of diversity, not if they’re just like you :v;
T4 T4
Vo Vo
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Iyd Uyd
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e This We Believe o
4 4
Po By Ella Taylor P
Iy This is what we should believe. We need to believe that different people from :;;
?;2 different countries can make Columbia a different place, a unique place to be. Places Td
5 like Asia, Cambodia, Mexico, US!!! ¥
;E We can communicate. We can learn different things about other and different g;"v:
e people. All of us can sit in Missouri in peace. o
2 ag . . . . . . . L ag
2v‘; Learning different languages, different clothing, different hair styles, is good. You };
Ivd can be unique. You can make a difference. You will be yourself but in a very, very Ivd
743 special way. 39
2% It doesn’t matter if you're white, or black, or even Cambodian. Try, try to %
:ijo communicate and make our community better. ;:v
< . . . . . .
P&y | believe that Columbia values diversity is as strong as it can be. You should P
2v‘; believe that too. 2v‘;
Ind We should believe that. It
;73? So, can you believe in you? Can you believe in others? Like others? ;73?
% Do you believe that Columbia values diversity is as strong as it can be? Can you %
:{% do one simple thing? Just believe!!l In us and our community!!! J{%
Tyd Ipd
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;'42 Many people are different ;;Z
<% 5
Ty s , Ty d
<« There’s no way you can see P
Iyd Ty 2
D . DA
Uy The even slightest resemblance Uyd
s e
;;2 Between you or he or she ;;Z
% <5
J a4 . I3 ¢
< We all have different faces O
Iyd Ivd
BAZ . . L7
Iy And different feelings, too Ty
% 5
Iyd , _ Uyd
b We all have different thoughts and minds %
o And ways we do things, too Do
Iyd Ty d
<% N <5
Ty d But even though we’re different, Iy
«% 5
Iyd o : Iyd
;;2 As many might just find ;;2
e s
péo Who CARES if we are different!!! P
Iyd Iy d
% : 5
Ind No one really minds!!! Tpd
% 5
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Ty s : Tya
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B2 DIVERSITY iy
T4 By Natasha Koch ivd
% 5
v e L ivs
DA Columbia, Missouri can be seen as a patchwork of its unique city culture and DI
;Yjvo diversity. Our schools are like a collage of so many different cultures, ethnicities, and j{"vo
;tg traditions merged together, living side-by-side, distinct in their individuality but joined in ;tg
Zv‘g their unity. We as a nation and as a city are throwing away any lingering prejudices and Zv‘g
Tye preconceived notions of our fellow man. Each one of us is living the dream, whether we Iyd
;7;& know it or not. Now is the time that we open the door to an age where everyone can ;73?
2% achieve without the shackles of oppression or the fear of persecution. We are many 2%
;Y;vo steps into the process, on a personal, local, and national level. From our schools, J{%
Zyg collages of intertwined unity and crossed boundaries, to the new president of our 2v;
Iy d country, Barack Obama, who has broken down one of the last racial barriers facing this Iy

[Ave . . . e . . . . LAv4
%.7;0: nation. Our goal in this country, even down to this junior high school, is to rise above the ?;0:
35 wounds of the past and transcend the binds between raves, cultures, and ways of life. 35
;E To live in diversity, to be truly strong, united. JAZ
PO West Junior High School <z
Ty Ms. Cone Iy s
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P o It is a bird that spreads its wings to Po
Iyd Iyd
<% Shelter everyone 0
Iyd Iyd
i It is a shade of black and white mixed together to create Ted
«7 . , «7
Iy Peace in many different colors Iyd
0% . . - %
?‘; It is a whiff of fragrances that joins together to create Zv‘;
944 944
< The scent of peace <
Ty s . - : . Iy
;vg It is the park that joins everyone together in every occasion ;;2
T3 It is a song that many genres of music T
i : i
Uy Sing together Iyd
= . . bty
ol It is the coexistence of By
Iyd .- Ty d
«v All races and religions «v
Iyd Iyd
% It is the diversity of Columbia where you can 2%
*Vo B
«% - o 5
Ty d Find anyone and justice, and peace, Iy s
% <5
Iyd Come together Ty 4
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< To become P
Iyd . Iyd
DI Unity B
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2% Values of Diversit 2%
070‘ 0'0‘
;;2 By: Eun-Soo Jang ;;2
= b
;Yéo Perfect. The same. Nothing different. Some people in the world believe that if ;,Yé
2:; everything were the same, there would be less violence and fighting. That's completely }‘;
Iy the wrong answer. If everybody was the same and liked the same things, nobody would Tyd
743 get married, nobody would get a job, except two people. There would be no beautiful, 39
DRt unique, and different colored skins. There would be no black hair, blondes, or brunettes. 2%
;Yjvo All the fashionable clothes we have now would be gone! ;{%
2'; Another main part of this world is nature. If everything was the same, | would 2';
zv‘g never see blue flowers, white flowers, and purple flowers. The sky would be no joy to Zv‘g
Te look at. | would have no excitement to guess the weather and | would never have to take T4
743 time for what | wear. 39
g;"v: But, we don’t have to live in that world, the world of mono. We should give g;"v:
< thanks to this gift called diversity. We should thank this world for unpredictable skies and <«
4 . . . 4
zyg weathers and the beautiful different types of people. But, the only way to thank this 2v;
Iy d diversity is to respect it. Why respect it? To live in peace and harmony. Iy
B B
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e Columbia Values Diversity Celebration: Poem P
Iy i Ty d
’ryo Meredith Westfall ;FO
pe o
Tve Colors of the earth and skies, Ty
743 Black and white, all in our eyes. T3
o;;%, Cross or crescent, both are praised, gfv:
< We each see the same sun rays. P
Iy Ty 2
% , . . 5
Tyd It's bland at best, the world in white, Uyd
743 In black too dark, cannot see the light. T3
gg In red, too serious; in green, too wild; o;;&
;‘2 In yellow. naivety outshines the mellow. 342
< In purple too proud, in blue too calm; P
pa In orange too humorous to get anything done. Ba
944 944
Vo B
I The changes in culture, in tone and in rhyme, Ted
b Remind us to accept others, whether forest or lime. %
q{v Some of us are red, and others maroon, q{v
e It brings color to the world, P
:v‘; Which can never happen too soon. :v‘;
Iys Iy s
b Rock Bridge High School 4%
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“ 5
* Vs Vo
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Be This We Believe Be
Ivd By Rayven Stokes Ivd
% <5
I 44 P
Vo . . . . DA
DI This we believe because we are all the same in many different ways. Black, 2%
< white, mixed and tan, we come from North America, South America, Asia, Africa, Europe j{%o
2'; and Australia. My name is Rayven and | am a full African-American and the 2 boys in my 2';
zv‘; class are Palestinian -American there names are Ferris and Ahmad we both have the }‘;
Tyd same religion but are from different places. We all may not live in the same place nor Tyl
;;2 have the same brothers or sisters but we still love each other in many ways. ;;Z
% 5
Iy d . . . . . Iy d
;Y;vo My next-door neighbor is half black and half white which makes her mixed. She ;YA%
2v; is a girl and so am |, but we’re not the same colors. But that doesn’t mean we can’t be 2v;
Zv‘g friends. There are many things we have in common. However the things we don’t have 2;;
Ied in are that she likes soccer and | like gymnastics. But we don’t let that get in-between us. Tvd
g | am 10 she’s 9 but were still friends and love each other in many ways. ¥
« 7
I @ s . . . . 92

;Yéo Whether we’re Muslim, Jewish, or Christian we are all equal in every way. ;,Y";o

A . . . 4

Po Indian, European, or African we are all different but we have the same value e
Ta e
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Ty Iy
343 Columbia is a city that's full of diversity. With Columbia being such a diverse city, 9%
;7;& | believe that all of our diversity is making our city better. | believe that since we have all ;7;&
o;fv: of this diversity in Columbia, | think that Columbia does value diversity. gfv:
< <
:v; With there being so much diversity in Columbia, it means that lots of us are };
Tvd different. In Columbia there are so many different religions that our citizens believe in. Iy
743 Some of us are Muslims, Jewish, Christians and of course there are lots of others who T3
gg believe in lots of other religions. Also, there are lots of languages spoken in our city like o;;&
3‘2 Spanish, Chinese, Korean, and so many more languages. There are also lots of different ;AZ
<o celebrations in Columbia that people celebrate from their own countries. Some celebrate <z
Zv‘; Kwanza, Hanukah, and lots of other different celebrations. So basically we all have Zv‘;
Tyd different lifestyles. Iy
% 5
Iyd , _ _ _ Ty 2
b Even though a lot of us are from different countries and have different beliefs we %
qqtv still realize that we have lots of similarities also. Like one big reason that lots of people q{v
e from other countries have come to Columbia is because Columbia provides lots of good Do
Zv‘; education that lots of foreigners didn’t get to receive in their own countries. We also have :v‘;
Ind realized that even though we’re from different countries, we still feelings. Since we all Iy
3% know that we have feelings we think about others’ feelings before we say something that ;7;&
% could hurt their feelings. The cool thing about Columbia is that a lot of us are from %
;{"vo different countries and believe different things, but we are still able to work together ;{"vo
Pa easily with each other to make Columbia a great place. PO
Iyd Ty d
7 . . . .. . . . R O
Te Diversity, | believe, is important to the city of Columbia for many different Tye
;7;& reasons. One reason diversity is important to Columbia is because with diversity it helps ;73?
7 all of us realize that it is definitely good to be different. Also, diversity is important to 2
< Columbia because with all the diversity, we get to learn about other countries more from <
Po people who live here. Finally, | think pe
ng diversity is important to Columbia because we get to come together on some days and Zv‘g
Ied celebrate the different cultures in Columbia like The Roots and Blues Festival that we R
% have sometimes. That’'s why diversity is important to Columbia. DY
Jyd Tyd
7545 355
;Yg: Diversity is important to me because with diversity, | get to learn how to speak in ;,Yéo
A . . A
2v; new languages from some of my foreign friends at school. | have also been able to learn 2v;
Iy about a lot of other countries and what they are like from my friends at school. Learning Ivd
743 about other countries is important to me because | learn what other countries are like 39
2% and | learn how everybody has very different lifestyles and | have learned how that is a %
;'y good thing. | have also learned to accept people’s differences since so many people are ;:v
P o different in Columbia. These are some reasons why | think diversity is important to me. Po
944 944
Vo Vo
«V . o . . . . . DA
Tpd Diversity is something that is very good for Columbia, and | think that Columbia Iy
;73? does value diversity. | think that diversity has made me a better person and | think that it ;73?
DI has made Columbia a better city. D
Tyd Ipd
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«7 By Briana Grant <%
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< < . . . . . . GAq
Z¢; To me diversity is a really good thing. | see diversity everywhere. In my school, :v;
2¢§ at the mall, and various places but one of the main places | see it is especially in politics. }‘;
T4 Me being an African American, | am very proud of America and the world and how far T d
0'0 0 0 . 0 0 0'0
;7;& we have come. As you can see, we have an African American presidential candidate. It ;7;&
g;"v: inspires not only African Americans but people of other ethnicities to reach for the stars g;"v:
< and go beyond expectations. When | walk into school everyday, | don’t just see one :‘Yf%
E]Ao‘ P . 37 o‘
P ethnicity, | see at least five. P
Iyd Iyd
3;? | think diversity is very cool because you can learn about different heritages and 3;3
;7;& cultures other than our own. You can go different places and spot a different person o;;i‘o
;7;% with a different ethnicity. When [ think of people it is not what is on the outside that 342
P counts but is what is on the inside. | alone have a lot of friends that have a different <z
Iy religion or culture than me. The members of our community are different because we lvd
% . - 5
Iyd have different religions but we can all come together when we need to. We are the Iyd
743 same by the way we care for one another. | think that we all need different kinds of )]
b diversity because it does add strength to our community. we are all different people but %
;tv we can all come together and be a community if we try and we do that really well. | ;'Av
;0;0 value diversity because if we didn’t have it our world would be very boring and :,F;o
2v‘; unexciting. | value diversity because each person in our community has something to do 2v‘;
Tyd and they bring strength to our community. That is why | value diversity and that is why Ird
V‘VE Columbia values it too. V‘VE
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